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Ash Trees Under Attack

By Dena Serrato, Master Woodland Manager

One of our favaorite and most
widely used shade trees, the
ash, is in jeopardy here in
Southeast Michigan. People
have taken the ash for
granted as a durable and
beautiful tree for use in
home and public landscapes
for many years. Ve admire
itz wellow and maroon au-
tumnal hues and utilize its
dense strong wood for fire-
wood, bhaseball bats, oars,
tool handles and furniture. In
nature, the paddle shaped seeds of the native ash
provide food for small mammals and many spe-
cies of butterflies use ash as a host plant to raise
their caterpillars.

Fecently, a small green beetle
called the emerald ash baorer has
bheen attacking and killing many
ash trees in the metro Detroit area.
It probably came into Michigan
from Asia on wood packing mate-
rial used for shipping cargo. Its lar-
vae feed on the inner bark and
conductive tissues of the tree, pro-
ducing tunnels that eventually gir-
dlie and kill the trees. This is the
first time this beetle has been iden-
tified in Morth America and can he
found in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Livingstan,
Washtenaw, and Monroe counties in Michigan,
and Essex County in Canada. Western VWayne
County has been especially affected, with many

streets almost hare  of I
trees where ash had g8
heen planted extensively. B
Cur resident  naturalist, B
Bob Muller, reports that
several ash trees just in
side the entrance to Curm-
mingston Park, one of
Foyal Oak's nature parks, &
appear to now he under g2
attack. The Royal OazkF g
Department  of  Fublic §
Works 15 assessing the
extent of infestation to the trees located on city
property and is in the process of developing an
action plan to treat the trees.

A3 homeowners, there are a number of actions we
can take to care for the ash trees on our own
property. The first thing to do is to identify the
trees that you own to determine if one or more of
them are ash. You can look at a tree identification
boaok ar an the Internet to
find out what ash trees
look like, or hire a profes-
sional to review your site.
Look for compound
leaves 7-12" long. Each
leaf has 5-7 leaflets ar-
ranged in an opposite
fashion on the stem.

{Once you decide that you
have an ash, start looking
for signs of infestation.
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Symptoms to look for
are: small O-shaped
holes in the bark cre-
ated when the adult
beetle exits the tree,
wondpecker  activity,
vertical splits in the
bark, dead branches,
thin ar yellowing fali-
age, and dense
sprouting of  new
growith at the base of
the trunk and
branches. Seemingly
healthy trees may al- - -
ready be infested, so early detec:tu:un s wery ime
portant.

If wou believe wour tree is infested, the next step is
to decide whether to treat the tree ar to remaove it
The Michigan Department of Agriculture [MDOA)
recommends that trees that exhibit 35-20% die-
hack should be removed and destroyed. Trees
that showe 10-35% dieback may respond to chemk
cal treatments and improved cultural practices
such as supplemental watering, mulching, and
proper fertilization. Homeowners can attempt to
treat smaller trees with insecticides that are avaik
able at local nurseries, but it would be wise to
have a commercial pesticide applicator treat lar-
ger and maore valuable trees.

If wour tree dies, or you decide to remave it, it is
extremely important to dispose of the wood
properly. Chipping, burning and burying the wood
are all options. The MOA has issued a guarantine
to prevent all parts of ash trees, including logs and
firewyood, and all ash nursery stock from leaving
the six counties in Michigan where emerald ash
borer has been found. Ash wood that has been
chipped into pieces 1" ar smaller can be removed
because the insect cannot survive on wood that
small.

...- -

28558 Waoodward uenie
Rogal Cakt, MT 45067
Crarersr Lallnn & Steae Cinfer

If wou do have to remove one or more ash trees
fram your property, diversity is the word to remem-
her when deciding what to use as replacements.
2ur urban and suburban landscapes are planted
with a very narrow selection of deciduous and ew-
ergreen trees and shrubs. The mare diverse a
landscape is, one that includes a large wvariety of
plant species, the better able it is to fight off attack
from insects and disease. Homeowners can view
the task of replacing their ash trees as an opportu-
nity to choose both native and non-invasive non-
native species of trees and shrubs to plant as re-
placements. Choosing the appropriate tree for
your site takes some reseanch and informed deci-
sion-making. Analyze your site for =oil type, drain-
age, sun and wind exposure, and proximity to
yvour house and utility lines. Think about what is
impartant to you, ie. spring and summer flowers,
autumn foliage, winter interest, edible fruits, hati-
tat for wildlife, etc. Then research in books and on
the Internet what wvarieties of trees will do best in
wour given situation .

Flanting with diversity in mind will not only help us
hawve healthier urban forests; it will help the enwi-
ronment in general. In reference to this subject,
Bob Muller comments, "Maore and maore, the
world's hiodiversity is coming under attack as we
transpaort organisms from continent to continent. It
seems that in doing this we lessen the species di-
versity evenywhere . The problem with the ashes
iz just an echo of the continuing pressures on
Marth American hiodiversity "

Even though the emerald ash borer problem has
the potential to have a devastating effect on the
ash population in Michigan, we can take positive
actions now to make our environment healthier for
the future. If wou would like maore information on
the emerald ash harer, refer to the Michigan State
University wehsite: wiswy msue. msu . edufreg sef
robertsfashiindesx html.

Fhoto credit: http:ffesane michigan.gow
mdad0, 1607 7-125-2961_2968_18323--- 00 htm
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Bird Feeder in Tenhave Woods

After several months absences the Tenhave bird
feeder has returned to the park. The feeder was
built at Kimball High School and placed in the park
inthe mid 1970's, but it had seen better days. The
Mature Society has Richard Stoll to thank for the
repairs and redesign of the Ioading shoot. Richard
and his son Andrew reinstalled the feeder Moverr
her 8t Wild Birds unlimited of Eoyal Oak donated
the 80 pounds of seed needed to fill the feeder.

=0 after about mrenw years Df non- use the hird

feeder is ban:k
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Boy Scout Trail Projects

Tenhave Woods Trail Project
Organized by Andrew Mast
Troop 1629

Cummingston Park Trail Project
Droganized by Jimimy Hutton
Troop 1610

Nature Night at Salter Center

Movember 14 proved to be a wvery successiul
evening for our Mature Might at the Salter Center,
Boys & Girls Club members along with kids in
Foyal Oak Hecreation programs learned to iden-
tify hird calls with Kristine Hammond, worked with
mancy Yickers on nature crafts, learned about tree
ring growith from the Boy Scouts, and observed a
display of nature items from Matt Hackett, Madi
son Heights Mature Center's naturalist. During the
evening, the kids were filling out raffle tickets for
Dakland County & Michigan State Park day
passes and Cranhrook Science Center Museumn
tickets. We wrapped up the evening by having
one of the Boy Scouts draw the winning raffle tick
ets.

Eecause everything went =0 well, we have been
invited hack this spring to do anather Mature Might
at the Salter Center. Ve are alzo hoping to do a
Mature Might at Starr Elementary this coming
spring. If amyane wants to help us with any of our
upcoming nature programs, please give Kristine
Hammond a call. It was a lot of fun for everyane
and we promise that if wou join us, you too will
have a good time!

Get in Touch with Us!

We now have a phone number and address at the
Cityl Our phone number lists upcoming events
and allows wou to leave us messages. And of
course, you can still contact us via the Wehb.

We would appreciate it if you would let us know if
there has been any change in your street address,
e-mail address or phone number.

Phone: 243-246-3380

Address: 1600 M. Camphbell Rd, RO, MI 48067
Email: naturesociety@ci royval-oak mius

If wou have an e-mail address and haven't given t
to us, we would grateful if you would pass it along,

as it makes it easier for us to contact you with new
information.
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Editar — Heather J. Muller
Editor — Gretchen Greerswood
Digtribution — Ted Wickers




General Meeting with Speaker Programs

700 p.m. — Royal Dak Senior Center
Date Spealer (s) Topic Description
Jarmary & Mancy Tar Mew Zealand | Mancy Tar wall discuss and show slides of the interesting hirds,
AtoZ plantz and forests of New Zealand. Mancy i1z a past president of
hoth the Cakland and WMichigan Audubon Societies.
Fehriary 5 D IMichigan Big | D J will be tallkting to us about a program he 15 mwolved in that
Kurlowesk Tree Hunt locates champion trees i Michigan, DI 15 an assistant Forres-
ter for the Detroit Recreation Department.
February 26 | Elizaheth Landscaping Come and find out about the activities of the Detroit chapter of
McKenney with MNative the Wild Cnes plus see how to use Native Flants to create ecol-
Flants ogically functioning landscapes around homes and cormrrmni-
ties. Elizaheth iz the president of the Detroit chapter of the
Wild Ones.
Nature Walk Programs
Meet at the park
Date Day Time Location Theme
Jamary 11 Saturday 10:00 am. Cummingston Park Winter Trees
Febraty 8 Saturday 10:00 am. Tetthave Woods Eesident Bards
March 1 Saturday 10:00 am. Cummingston Park Woody Plants
Qur Parks

Tenhave Woods at Quickstad Park

Cummingston Park
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Royal Oak Nature Society — Board of Directors:
President — Heather J. Muller (243.546.4134)
Secretary — Andresy Dravbuck

Treasurer — Boh Guymer (248.389.7047
Program — Bob Muller {248.3958.0199)
Communication — Gretchen Greermwood

Beautification — Jack Kerby (248.230.0186)
Ways & hMeans — Dena Serrato (313.2483.8327)
Education — Kristine Hammaond (248577 5171

Membership — Jeanette Carnaghi (248.535.3014)




